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without departing from the spirit of the present invention. 
For example, the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention has been described with respect to a facsimile 
environment. However, the present invention is readily 
applicable to a networked printing environment wherein the 
print job is transmitted to a remote location and the sender 
desires to known the status of the job and the sender is not 
located at the origination site when this status information is 
to be communicated. 

While the present invention has been described with 
reference to various embodiments disclosed above, it is not 
to be limited to the details set forth above, but is intended to 
cover such modifications or changes as may fall within the 
scope of the attached claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for printing a job at a printing machine 
located remotely from a transmission job originating station, 
the transmission job originating station including a control 
subsystem and a document generating subsystem having a 
user interface for inputting job control instructions for a print 
job described by a job ticket, the document generating 
subsystem providing the print job to be delivered to the 
printing machine for producing a set of prints from the print 
job, including a set of image data, in accordance with the job 
ticket, the job ticket including a set of job execution 
attributes, each job execution attribute being associated with 
a programmable set of information for defining the corre- 
sponding job execution attribute, a first one of the program- 
mable sets of information instructing the [printing system] 
transmission job originating station as to a manner in which 
the transmission job originating station is to generate job 
status information when at least a portion of the set of image 
data is processed in accordance with the job ticket, and a 
second one of the programmable sets of information listing 
one or more confirmation destinations with each 
confirmation destination being disposed remotely of the 
transmission job originating station and including an 
information receiving subsystem, comprising the steps of: 
with the user interface, programming the second set of 

information with the one [of] or more confirmation 

destinations; 

processing at least a portion of the image data at the 
printing machine in accordance with the job ticket : 
and 

in response to said processing, reading the second set 
of [job] programmable information, with the 
transmission job originating station, for deter- 
mining each confirmation destination^ program- 
med with said programming,] to which the job 
status information is to be transmitted; and 

transmitting, with the transmission job originating 
station , [printing machine transmission subsys- 
tem], the job status information to the information 
receiving subsystem. 

2. The method of claim I, in which the information 
receiving subsystem includes an output subsystem and the 
job status information [comprising a copy of] includes a job 
information page, further comprising the step of: 

producing a representation of at least a portion of [the 
copy of] the job information page at the output 
subsystem of the information receiving 
subsystem. 
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3. The method of claim 1, in which the [printing 
machine transmission subsystem] transmission job origi- 
nating station and the information receiving subsystem 
include first and second telecommunication subsystems 
respectively with each of said first and second telecom- 
munication subsystems communicating with one another by 
way of a telecommunications link, further comprising the 
step of: 

transmitting the job status information from the first 
telecommunications subsystem to the second 
telecommunications subsystem. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the job status 
information is transmitted as a telephonic message to the 
second telecommunications subsystem. 

5. The method of claim 1, in which the transmission 
job originating station includes a facsimile subsystem with a 
modem and the information receiving subsystem includes a 
facsimile subsystem with a modem, wherein said information 
transmitting includes transmitting a job information page 
from the facsimile subsystem of the transmission job 
originating station to the facsimile subsystem of the 
information receiving subsystem. 

6. In a printing system including (ti a printing 
machine for producing a set of prints from a print job, 
including a set of image data, in accordance with a job 
ticket, the iob ticket including a set of iob execution 
attributes, each job execution attribute being associated with 
programmable sets of information for defining the 
corresponding iob execution attribute, a first one of the 
programmable sets of information instructing the printing 
system as to a manner in which iob status information is 
generated when at least a portion of the set of image data is 
processed in accordance with the iob ticket, and (b) a 
transmission iob originating station for controlling 
transmission of the iob status information to one or more 
confirmation destinations located remotely of the trans- 
mission job originating station, each confirmation 
destination including an information receiving subsystem, 
the transmission iob originating station comprising: 

a document generating subsystem, f or providing at least 
a portion of the print iob to be delivered to the 
printing machine: 

a user interface, communicating with said documen t 
generating subsystem, for programming a second 
one of the programmable sets of information, the 
second programmable set of information 
including said one or more confirmation 
destinations: 

a control subsystem which, in response to processing at 
least a portion of the image data at the printing 
machine, reads the second programmable set of 
information and determines each confirmation 
destination to which the job status information is 
to be transmitted: and 

a transmission subsystem which transmits the iob status 
information to said information receiving sub- 
system. 

7. The printing system of claim 6. wherein said 
information receiving subsystem includes a subsystem for 
producing a representation of at least a portion of the job 
status information, 
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8. The printing system of claim 6. wherein said 
transmission subsystem and the information receiving 
subsystem include first and second telecommunication 
subsystems, respectively, each said first and second 
telecommunication subsystem communicating with one an- 
other bv w ay of a telecommunications link, wherein the job 
status information is transmitted from the first 
telecommunication subsystem to the second 
telecommunication subsystem. 

2 The printing system of claim 8. wherein the jnh 

status information is transmitted in the form of a telephonic 
message. 



10. The printing svstem of claim 6. in which the 
transmission job originating station further includes a 
facsimile subsystem with a modem and said information 
receiving subsystem includes a facsimile subsystem with a 
modem, wherein the job status information is transmitted 
from the facsimile subsystem of the transmission ;ob 
originating station to the facsimile subsystem of said 
s . information receiving subsystem. 

hsss: 

U 11 A method for printing a job using a printing 

O svstem including (a) a printing machine and (b) a remotely 

|T| located transmission iob originating station, the transmission 

iob origin ating station including a document generating 
+ : subsystem having a user int erface for inputting iob control 

TU instructions for a print i ob described bv a iob ticket, the 

r; document g enerating subsystem providing the print iob to be 

'IT delivered to the printing machine for producing a set of 

! prints fro m the print job, including a set of image data, in 

s accordance with the iob ticket, the iob ticket including a set 

f-; of iob exec ution attributes, each iob execution attribute being 

T\ associated with a programmable set of information for 

f*'' defining the corresponding iob execution attribute, a first one 

p of the pro grammable sets of information instructing the 

s . j printing sv stem as to a manner in which the printing svstem 

ZZ. is to generate iob status information when at least a portion 

of the set o f image data is processed in accordance with the 
fU iob ticket, and a second one of the programmable sets of 

information listing one or more confirmation destinations 
with each confirmation destination being disposed remotely 
of the tra nsmission job originating station and including an 
information receiving subsystem, comprising: 

with the user inter face, programming the second set of 
information with the one or more confirmation 
destinations: 

processing at least a portio n of the image data bv the printing 
system in accordance with the iob ticket; 

in respons e to said processing, reading the second set of 

programmable i nformation, with the transmission job 
originating stati on, for determining each confirmation 
destination to which the iob status information is to be 
transmitted: and 

transmitting, with the printing svstem. the iob status infor- 
mation to t he information receiving subsystem. 

1 2. A metho d for printing a iob at a printing machine 
located rem otely from a transmission iob originating station. 
the transmission iob or iginating station including a control 
subsystem and a document generating subsystem having a 
user interfa ce for inputting iob control instructions for a print 
iob describ ed bv a job ticket, the document generating 
subsystem providing the print iob to be delivered to the 
printing machine for pr oducing a set of prints from the print 
job, includi ng a set of image data, in accordance with the job 
ticket, the iob ticket includin g a set of iob execution 
attributes, each iob execu tion attribute being associated with 



a programmable set of information for defining the 
corresponding job execution attribute, the programmable set 
of informat ion including one or more confirmation 
destinations with each confirmation destination being 
disposed remotely of the transmission job originating station, 
comprising: 

with the user interface, programming the set of 

information with the one or more confirmation 

destinations: 

processing at least a portion of the image data at the 
printing machine in accordance with the iob ticket: 
and 

in response to said processing, reading the program- 
mable information, with the transmission iob 
originating station, for determining each 
confirmation destination to which the iob status 
information is to be transmitted: and 
transmitting, with the transmission iob originating 
station, the iob status information to the one or 
more confirmation destinations. 

13 The method of claim 12. wherein the 
programmable set of information includes instructions which 
instruct the transmission iob originating station to generate 
iob status information when at least a portion of the print job 
is processed at the printing machine in accordance with the 
job ticket. 

14. In a printing svstem including (a) a printing 
machine for producing a set of prints from a print iob. 
including a set of image data, in accordance with a job 
ticket, the job ticket including a set of job execution 
attributes, each job execution attribute being associated with 
programmable set of information for defining the 
corresponding job execution attribute, and (b) a transmission 
job originating station for controlling transmission of the job 
status information to one or more confirmation destinations 
located remotely of the transmission iob originating station, 
the transmission job originating station comprising: 

a document generating subsystem, for providing at least 
a portion of the print iob to be delivered to the 
printing machine; 

a user interface, communicating with said document 
generating subsystem, for programming the 
programmable set of information. the 
programmable set of information including said 
one or more confirmation destinations: 

a control subsystem which, in response to processing at 
least a portion of the image data at the printing 
machine, reads the programmable set of 
information and determines each confirmation 
destination to which the iob status information is 
to be transmitted: and 

a transmission subsystem which transmits the iob status 
information to said one or more confirmation destinations. 

15. The printing svstem of claim 14. wherein the 
programmable set of information includes instructions which 
instruct the transmission iob originating station to generate 
fob status information when at least a por tion of the print iob 
is processed at the printing machine in accordance with the 
job ticket. 

16 A method for printing a job using a printing 

system including (a) a printing machine and (b) a remotely 
located transmission iob originating station, the transmission 
iob originating station including a document generating 
subsystem having a user interface for inputting job control 
instructions for a print iob described bv a iob ticket the 
document generating subsystem providing the print job to be 
delivered to the printing machine for producing a set of 
prints from the print iob. including a set of image data, in 
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accordance with the job ticket the job ticket including a set 
of job execution attributes, each job execution attribute being 
associated with a programmable set of information for 
defining the corresponding job execution attribute, the 
programmable set of information including one or more 
confirmation destinations with each co nfirmation destination 
being dispos ed remotely of the transmission job originating 
station, comprising; 

with the user interface, programming the programmable 
set of information with the one or more 
confirmation destinations: 
processing at least a portion of the image data by the printing 

system in accordance with the job ticket: 
in response to said processing, reading the programmable 
information, with the transmission job originating 
station, for determining each confirmation destination 
to which the iob status information is to be transmitted: 

and 

transmitting, with the printing system, the job status infor- 
mation to the one or more confirmation destinations. 

17 The method of claim 16. wherein the 
programm able set of information includes instructions which 
instruct the transmission iob originating station to generate 
job status information when at least a portion of the print job 
is processed at the printing machine in accordance with the 
job ticket. 



